
Volume 2, 2018. Issue 1.. 7

Živko ANDRIJAŠEVIC 1

University of Montenegro-History department, Montenegro

email: ziman@t-com.me

ABSTRACT:
In every society exists a state idea that expresses the meaning and purpose of 

the state in which it lives or through which is stated for what and to whom their state 
serves. Thus, the idea of the state contains reasons through which is explained the 
meaning and purpose of its existence. In societies that are to a high degree nation-
ally or religiously homogenous, often exists one dominant state idea. Such societies 
understand the state as a safety system in service of the dominant identity that 
serves to its defence and sustainability. Mostly, these are societies in which exists a 
dominant nation that thinks it has created the state, or that in fact created the state 
in which it presents absolute majority. Due to that, these societies have one, almost 
absolutely accepted state idea. Certainly, there are, but in significantly lower num-
ber, nationally and confessionally heterogenic societies in which exists a dominant 
state idea, even if these are not societies that primarily function as sum of national 
or religious identities, neither societies in which it is possible to establish hierarchy 
of these identities. Majority of these identities consider state identity for their pri-
mary characteristic i.e. belonging to the state, so that it happens that few national 
identities within state have one joint national (state) identity. In accordance to that, 
it is possible that different national identities have the same state idea. Indeed, in 
societies like this, the state is not understood as protector of this or that identity, 
as it is case in majority of societies with dominant nation, but as the guarantee of 
security and development for all. The best example of a society with this type of the 
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state idea is the USA. Finally, there are multinational societies in which the most 
numerous national group does not have absolute majority and due to that neither it 
has the strength to make its idea of the state as dominant.
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SAŽETAK:
U svakom društvu postoji ideja o državi, kojom se iskazuje smisao i svrha pos-

tojanja države u kojoj ono živi, odnosno, kojom se iskazuje čemu ili kome njihova 
država služi. Ideja države, dakle, sadrži razloge kojima se objašnjava smisao i svrha 
njenog postojanja. U društvima koja su u velikoj mjeri nacionalno ili vjerski homog-
ena, najčešće postoji jedna dominantna ideja o državi. Takva društva državu doživl-
javaju kao sigurnosni sistem u službi dominantnog identiteta, koji služi njegovoj 
odbrani i održivosti. Uglavnom je riječ o društvima u kojima postoji dominantna 
nacija, koja smatra da je stvorila državu, ili koja uistinu i jeste stvorila državu u ko-
joj čini apsolutnu većinu. Zbog toga ovakva društva imaju jednu, gotovo apsolutno 
prihvaćenu ideju o državi. Postoje, naravno, ali u znatno manjem broju, nacional-
no i konfesionalno heterogena društva u kojima postoji jedna dominantna ideja o 
državi, iako to nijesu društva koja prevashodno funkcionišu kao zbir nacionalnih ili 
vjerskih identiteta, niti su to društva u kojima je moguće uspostaviti hijerarhiju ovih 
identiteta. Većina ovih identiteta smatraju za svoje prvo obilježje – državni identitet, 
odnosno, pripadnost državi, tako da se dešava da nekoliko nacionalnih identite-
ta unutar jedne države imaju jedan zajednički, nadnacionalni (državni) identitet. 
Shodno tome, moguće je da različiti nacionalni identiteti imaju istu ideju o državi. 
Naravno, država se u ovakvim društvima ne doživljava kao zaštitnik ovog ili onog 
identiteta, kao što je slučaj u većini društava sa dominantnom nacijom, već kao ga-
rant sigurnosti i napretka svih. Najbolji primjer društva s ovakvom idejom države 
su SAD. Napokon, postoje i višenacionalna društva u kojima najbrojnija nacionalna 
grupacija nema apsolutnu većinu, pa samim tim ni snagu da svoju ideju države učini 
dominantnom.
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